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8th RICHMOND HILL TECHVENTS INTRODUCTION AND INFORMATION 

This Technical Venturer/Rover (“TechVent”) program we are introducing at 8th Richmond Hill is, to our 

knowledge, a Scouts Canada first in its structure and program. The program is modeled after the 

successful Medical Venturer/Rover (“MedVent”) program, which requires significant commitment by the 

participating youth in training, study and volunteering.  

The program has been designed to provide a solid, hands-on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics) program to meet and exceed the Scouts Canada STEM and Canadian path objectives. 

We have reached out to different technical groups in the area to assist initially as technical sponsors. 

These groups include a “maker space” with skills in electronics, laser cutting, robotics, 3D printing and 

other technology; an astronomy group; and a ham radio group. 

The following table details the key elements of the TechVent program and how they relate to the 

MedVent program. 

 MedVents TechVents 

Mandatory Training First aid – various levels 
Disaster training/triage 

Ham Radio License 
Disaster training/emergency 
communications 
Basic astronomy 

Volunteering opportunities Public event first aid with EMS 
sponsor group 

Public event and emergency 
communication with HAM radio 
sponsor group 

Volunteering opportunities – 
younger groups 

Cub training – first aid badge 
 

Cub training – astronomy and 
technology badges 
 

Volunteering opportunities - 
camps 

First Aid services Communication and technical 
services 

Traditional Scouting activities REQUIRED 
Half of meetings 

REQUIRED 
Half of meetings 

 

We have made Ham Radio a core component of the program for several reasons. 

1. Ham radio training provides a solid foundation in all four STEM components, and in technical 

skills like communication, electronics, soldering, and safety in handling power equipment and 

radio communication. 

2. The technology and technical skills learned are applicable to and make use of the same 

technology used for robotics, computers, software and many other areas.  

3. There is a tradition of strong technical skills, volunteerism and public service in the ham radio 

community. Ham radio groups are well known for their work with police, fire and EMS groups. 
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One the initial training commitments are met, there will be ample opportunity for the TechVents to 

work on other technologies and projects as selected by the group. 

COMMITMENT AND SELECTION 

The Venturer/Rover specialty programs require significant commitment from the advisors/leaders and 

sponsor group in time, effort and equipment. The youth are expected: 

1. To go through an interview process prior to acceptance in the group 

2. For at least the initial year of 2016/2017, to have been involved with Scouting  for the full 

2015/2016 or 2014/2015 year, with reference/recommendation from a Scout leader for that 

year 

3. To read and sign a contract  with the Venturer company, and to have parent/guardians read and 

sign the contract as well 

4. To participate in both the technical and Scouting activities as specified in the contract 

Scouting and Scouting skills remain an important part of the program, and participants are required to 

participate in Scouting and technical activities. 

REGISTRATION COST (TENTATIVE) – 2016/2017 

The costs are tentative, and based on the same fees applied to MedVents for the 2015/2016 year 

Description Cost 

Scouts Canada Registration Fee (Venturer only) $200 (est) 

TechVent Group + Equipment fee $125 

Activity uniform fee - LATER 
Assumes safety boots may be required 
Initially, Venturer blue shirt will be fine 

Up to $300 

Safety vest and jacket (for volunteering at public 
events) 

TBD 

Scouts Basics Camp* $50 

ROVERS ONLY – Police records/VSS check TBD 

  

Fees subject to change to reflect actual cost. 
Items marked with an * can be deleted for those who have an acceptable equivalent. 
 

OTHER EQUIPMENT 

TechVents are expected to have access to a PC, and preferably a laptop they can bring to meetings. 

Windows is preferred, as we anticipate using some technical software that has limited availability of 

functionality on other platforms. 
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We are still investigating requirements for volunteering and working with different groups. Additional 

equipment that may be required based on MedVent experience includes: 

 Safety boots 

 Other things Venturers typically have – canoe pack, non-folding knife, etc. 

 

Q&A 

Can youth only participate in the technical activities? 

No. This is a Scouting program, and Scouting remains the core. Anyone not participating in the Scouting 

activities may be removed from the group. 

Why can’t we just do <robotics or whatever other activity>? 

We’ve seen many other programs out there, and very few of them deliver the base knowledge required 

for STEM activities. Too many programs involve not much more than snapping together an expensive kit 

and some relatively simple instruction sequences. 

Why are you limiting the program to youth already in Scouting? And why is the number so low? 

This is a new program that’s taking a lot of commitment from the leaders/advisors. We have our work 

cut out for us. It’s easier for the first year if we’re starting with a known quantity – youth who already 

have the skills and discipline of Scouting. In subsequent years, the youth in the program will be leading 

and training the next year’s youth, and we’ll have a year of experience under our belts. 

Are you looking for more leaders? 

Absolutely. Especially if you have decent technical skills. 


